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Best’s Rating Evaluation Service (RES) provides currently rated (re)insurance companies an advance opinion 
regarding the rating impact of major corporate activity and/or changes.

What does the service offer?
RES provides feedback on the likely impact on a company’s existing ratings of one or more hypothetical scenarios, such as:
y Mergers and acquisitions
y Significant asset divestitures and/or other restructuring of the company’s invested asset portfolio
y Entering or exiting a major line of business
y Stock buy-backs
y Significant capital restructuring
y Creation of a new holding company or operating affiliate

What are the benefits of the service?
Best’s Rating Evaluation Service benefits companies that are considering strategic or financial initiatives that could impact their rating. 

Companies benefit from:
y An indicative rating outcome for each hypothetical scenario
y An understanding of the rating impact of the planned strategic initiatives and underlying assumptions
y Feedback regarding the primary factors influencing the opinion

What is the process for obtaining the service?
The AM Best lead rating analyst assigned to the company will request the scenarios for evaluation, including supporting financial information 
and data.

What will AM Best provide to the company as part of the service?
After the analysis is complete, AM Best will provide a confidential Rating Evaluation letter, detailing our opinion of the potential impact of the 
hypothetical scenarios presented on the company’s rating.

How long will the process take?
Since these requests can be time-critical, we can negotiate a timeframe that considers the company’s requirements and our ability to respond based 
on the complexity of the analysis.

What will the service cost?
Please consult AM Best’s Market Development team for details regarding fees. 
Visit https://web.ambest.com/ratings-services/get-a-bests-credit-rating
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Our RES opinion is expressed using our traditional credit rating scales; however, the RES opinion is not a credit rating. All opinions rendered through this service are to be interpreted by the assessed entity as a 
preliminary indicator of our view of the impact of the communicated hypothetical scenario(s) on the company’s creditworthiness, including its relative strengths and weaknesses. The team of analysts responsible 
for performing this service is normally the same team responsible for supporting all the other rating decisions for the company. The determination and assignment of all RES opinions is made by a rating committee. 
Feedback is provided to support RES opinions. The opinions expressed in this service are non-binding, as they are based on the review of hypothetical scenarios at a point in time. If the rated entity executes one 
of the communicated hypothetical scenarios, AM Best will evaluate the company’s creditworthiness at that time and update the public credit rating opinion, if appropriate. Disclosure of the findings of AM Best and 
its subsidiaries related to the RES opinion is limited to the entity’s Board of Directors and advisors. Our service is, neither in nature nor content, a consulting or advisory service for applicants or related third parties. 
AM Best and its subsidiaries offer no services to suggest or design a strategy on how to achieve a certain rating level or outcome. Our findings relative to the RES service will remain confidential and unpublished. 
For additional details, see AM Best’s Terms of Use at www.ambest.com/terms.html.
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